
 

 

Sr Mona Coloma Uganda Update 

 
 

Dear Mrs Martin, Staff and Students 
 
We, your friends from Coloma Primary School, wish to thank you most sincerely, firstly for being our sisters and brothers and secondly for taking care 

of us with very generous hearts. We are indeed indebted to you and without your help our little Coloma would not be shining as it is. I hope that you 
enjoy the photos which I have sent. Isn't the one of the bedspread very nice? Thanks to the hardworking girls and their teacher. 
 

Our educational system in Uganda is quite different from the UK. We have just started the third term which will continue till December 3rd. We then 
have the long school holidays and will begin the next school year early Feb. 2011. We have had a very good year so far. We started with 59 pupils and 
during the year the number has increased to 71. Of these 10 are day students - 8 boys and 2 girls. The boarding school is only for girls presently as we 

do not yet have dormitories built. From the very outset we put emphasis on orphans and children from vulnerable homes and presently we are offering 
full or part sponsorship to 34 out of the 71 children. This has been made possible because of our many generous donors including Coloma Convent 
Girls’ School. Thank you for offering an educational opportunity to so many vulnerable children - all of whom have a right to a good education. 

 
At the beginning of the year it appeared like a nightmare that we would ever be ready for the first intake. The Sisters, the co-workers and the 
neighbours put all hands on deck and the dream became a reality. Being new and starting with 3 classes meant having to set up 3 classrooms with 

furniture and getting them ready with scholastic materials. Also we had to get double decker beds made and prepare 4 dormitories and a dining room. 
We began with the minimum of everything but sufficient. We have been blessed with 4 great teachers who are ready to do whatever is needed for the 
good of the school. 

 
We know that much has happened during the year - for me the most noticeable being that almost 100% of the children are speaking in English. This is 
marvellous and a credit to everyone as 7 came from Rwanda where no English is spoken and about 50% of the children had no word of English at all. 

For the visitor there are also signs of development: a new driveway has been prepared within the compound; a sports field has been cleared of many 
termite mounds and the ground levelled; the children have a new playground although it is not finished and needs some more equipment; 4 fuel saving 
stoves have been built; and just recently almost 1,000 trees have been planted for firewood. We are also in the process of setting up a library and 2 

rain water tanks. The parents have made a small contribution towards these tanks. However without kind donations not one of these developments 
could have taken place. The school fees are Stg 250 per year and this money goes mainly for food for the children and salaries. 
 

While we are developing the school we still need a lot of assistance. As we finish the school year I foresee some urgent needs and others which also 
need to be done soon. We intend that the pupils of Primary 3 will move up to Primary 4 and that we will take in a new class of Primary 1 pupils. Thus 
we need a whole set of text books for Primary 4. The system in Uganda is that the school provides the books for the pupils use. I foresee that we need 

Stg 1,000 for this. Setting up the classroom and dining room will cost approx Stg 1,500. 20 double decker beds for 40 children costs Stg 1,300.  
 
There are 4 big plans which I have for 2011 - solar lighting for the whole school. At the moment we are using a weak generator which is inadequate, 

costly and environmentally unfriendly. This solar lighting has been estimated to cost Stg 12,000. The present showers are made of iron sheets with no 
roof and need to be upgraded and covered. These are estimated to cost approx Stg 5,000. With increased number of pupils we need another staff 
house – estimated to cost Stg 50,000. New clothes lines need to be erected for approx Stg 2,000. Can't you see how much needs to be done? I give 

you the estimates for all the above. If there is anyone among you who would like to assist us please we would be very grateful or if anyone can 
fundraise for us or help in any way please I am ready to give any information which you need. However please know that we are most grateful for all 
that you have done for us and would be very happy if some of you could come and visit your young sisters at Coloma Primary School. 

 
Thank you 
 

Sr Mona Maher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coloma Convent Girls’ School, Upper Shirley Road, Croydon, Surrey, CR9 5AS 
Headteacher MRS. M. MARTIN BA, P.G.C.E. 

Telephone : 020 8654 6228  Fax :(Confidential) 020 8656 6485 Fax : (General) 020 8654 4550 
www.coloma.croydon.sch.uk 

 


